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in search of a teacher, he was recognized by a friend
of the family. The friend sent word to Arnbashan-
kar that he had seen his fugitive son. The father
started with some armed servants for Sidhapur and
finding Mulshankar, seized him and would have
dragged him home. The same night while his
guards slept, the boy escaped and hid in a pipul tree.
AM next day his father with his armed servants
searched for Mulshankar, but in vain. At last they
gave up the search and left Sidhapur. Then only
did the youth leave his tree.
From Sidhapur Mulshankar wandered about in
search of an instructor in S any as, but in vain. The
ascetics whom he met told him that he was too young
for initiation. At last after waiting for a whole year
on the banks of the Narbada River, he met a Swami
from Maharashtra called Purnanand. Him Mul-
shankar asked for initiation ; but Purnanand hesitated
because his ashrama or hermitage was in Maha-
rashtra, whereas the youth was from Guzarat. At
last Purnanand consented and gave him the staff of
his order. He named him afresh Swami Dayanand
Saraswati, by which title he was known thereafter.
Dayanand was now twenty-four and for the next
twelve years he wandered about India without find-
ing any satisfactory solution of bis religious difficul-
ties. At last he reached Mathura and there met one
of the most remarkable men who have ever lived.
This was Swami Virajanand. A Saraswata Brah-
man of Gangapur, Virajanand was, as a child, called
Sriman Narayan Dutt, Losing his eyesight through
small-pox in his sixth year, he yet became the great-
est Sanskrit scholar of his age. Left an orphan at
eleven, he ran away into the forest and blind